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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 
July 13, 2009 

 
CONSENT AGENDA MEETING 

5:30 p.m. 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
6:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. INVOCATION: City Manager Bill Shanahan           

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ROLL CALL                 QUORUM: YES    X    NO____ 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: June 8, 2009 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
           June 17, 2009 Special Called Council Meeting Minutes 

   
PRESENTATION: 

SR. ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT (Whitacre) 

LIBRARY BOARD TERM EXPIRATIONS ANNOUNCEMENT: (Norris & White) 

HOSPITAL AUTHORITY VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT (Howell) 

COASTAL RDC HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL TERM EXPIRATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT (Natzic) 
 
BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT: Councilmember DeLoughy 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

CENSUS 2010: Mr. Fer-Rell Malone, Regional Coordinator 

PROCLAMATION: Census 2010 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

VI. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 
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A. ALCOHOL LICENSE EXTENSION: Kishan Enterprises of Georgia, Inc.    
Council consideration to extend the six-month deadline to opening for business without 
forfeiture of the alcohol license.  
  

B. ASSOCIATE JUDGE CONTRACT EXPIRATION :  
To discuss whether to extend the associate judge contract or appointment of a new 
associate judge. 
 

C. HOSPITAL AUTHORITY M.O.U.: Senior CenterBuilding 
To approve a memorandum of understanding between the City of St. Marys and 
the Hospital Authority for repairs, renovations, and maintenance of the Senior 
Center building.  
 

D. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: Proposed List of Roadways for the Speed 
Ordinance & Radar Permit 
To approve the speed limits and streets that speed detection devices, such as radar or 
lidar, may be utilized to monitor and regulate traffic on city streets.  

 
E. GENERAL ELECTION ORDINANCE 

To authorize the advertising of the call for the General Election and candidate qualifying 
period   

 
F.   GEORGIA POWER COMPANY: Relocation Agreements 

To relocate the GA Power Transmission and Distribution lines along Highway 40 and for 
the Martha Drive Traffic Signal installation 

 
 G.  COLERAIN AND WINDING ROADS TRAFFIC SIGNAL: Acquisition of Easements 

To accept easements which are necessary for the City to obtain prior to the installation of 
the traffic signal at Colerain Rd. & Winding Rd. 

 
 H. FORCE MAIN 13 UPGRADE PROJECT: Acquisition of Easements 

To accept easements necessary for the Force Main #13 upgrade project (Lift Station #6 
Force Main upgrade and re-route which is connected to the upgrade of Lift Station #13) 
per the City’s Water/Sewer Master Plan projects WW8 and WW13. 

 
IX. REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:  

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT………………………………………..TAB “I”  

1. Rezoning Appeal:  Ronnie Leinwohl, Kings Bay Pro 3, LLC, requested to amend 
present PD R‐3 and R‐5 of a 43.5 acre property known as Haven Park to allow the 
additional use of C‐2 zoning allowing the applicant to place an upscale RV Park with 
associated amenities on the property.  Tax Parcel 121‐20. 
 

B. Property Committee Report 
 

X. REPORT OF MAYOR: 
XI  REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 
XII. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC 
XIII.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT: 
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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
July 13, 2009 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
The Mayor and City Council for the City of St. Marys, Georgia met for its regular City Council 
session on Monday, July 13, 2009 in the Council Chamber at City Hall. 
 
PRESENT WERE:  Mayor Rowland Eskridge 

  Councilmember Greg Bird 
  Councilmember William DeLoughy 
  Councilmember Deborah Hase 
  Councilmember Larry Johnson 
  Councilmember Chuck Trader 
  Councilmember Gull Weaver 

 
 
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:       William Shanahan, City Manager 
                                                            Amanda Blackledge, City Attorney 
                                                              Roger Weaver, Planning Director 
                                                            Roger Wooten, Assistant Police Chief 
                                                           Bobby Marr, Public Works Director 
                                                            Robby Horton, Fire Chief 
                                                            Jennifer Brown, Finance Director 
  Marsha Hershberger, Asst. Finance Director 
                                                            Alyce Thornhill, Economic Dev. Director 
  Bilaal Muhammad, City Marshal 
  Rick Riggle, Sergeant-At-Arms 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Eskridge called the City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. City Manager William 
Shanahan gave the invocation.  Mayor Eskridge led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.  
Council roll call indicated a quorum of council members present for the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
June 8, 2009 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the June 8, 2009 regular City Council 
meeting minutes.  Councilmember Bird seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of 
the motion. 
 
June 17, 2009 Special Called Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the June 17, 2009 special Called Council 
meeting minutes.  Councilmember Bird seconded the motion.  Voting was recorded as follows: 
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FOR      ABSTAINED 
Councilmember Bird    Councilmember DeLoughy 
Councilmember Hase 
Councilmember Johnson 
Councilmember Trader 
Councilmember Weaver  

 
PRESENTATION: 

SR. ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT:  

Mayor Eskridge stated that there were two candidates who expressed an interest in serving on the 
Senior Advisory Committee.  Each Councilmember was asked to vote for one person.  Voting is 
recorded as follows: 
 
*Liz G. Jordan:  Councilmember’s Hase, DeLoughy, Trader and Bird 
Chuck Lanham:  Councilmember’s Johnson and Weaver 
 
LIBRARY BOARD TERM EXPIRATIONS ANNOUNCEMENT: (Norris & White) 

Mayor Eskridge announced two vacancies on the Library Board.  Anyone interested in an 
appointment to this board should provide a letter of intent to the City Clerk. 
 
HOSPITAL AUTHORITY VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT: (Howell) 

Mayor Eskridge announced a vacancy on the Hospital Authority.  Anyone interested in an 
appointment, should provide a letter of intent to the City Clerk. 
 
COASTAL RDC HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL TERM EXPIRATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT: (Natzic) 

Mayor Eskridge announced an upcoming expiration on the Coastal RDC Historic Preservation 
Advisory Council.  Anyone interested in an appointment should provide a letter of intent to the 
City Clerk.    
 

BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT: Councilmember DeLoughy 

Councilmember Deloughy invited Karen Preble to present a video and speak on the wonderful 
volunteer projects that were completed in St. Marys, Georgia.  Local businesses and the 
Downtown Development Authority Design Committee partnered to beautify St. Marys.  Karen 
Preble spoke on behalf of the dedicated volunteers and praised the DDA for their support.  Ms. 
Preble spoke highly of Alyce Thornhill and Renee Coakley for their dedication to these projects.   
 
The Committee consists of the following members:  Karen Preble, Cat Heron, Peggy Hollis, 
Nola Beaver, Walt Natzic, Dave Packard, April McNeil, Tom McClendon, Alyce Thornhill, and 
Renee Coakley.  Businesses who so graciously donated materials for the project are as follows: 
Brian Levy & Lowes, Leon Cochran –Farmers & Builders, Michelle Donini Bellailse & Donini’s 
Nursery, Terry Stover, Peggy & Chip Hollis, and Craig Root.  Volunteers hosted a breakfast  
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for Public Works to thank them for their dedication and work on downtown St. Marys.  The 
Kiwanis donated the money for the appreciation breakfast. 
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The Finance Director presented the 11-months financial reports for General, Water/Sewer, Solid 
Waste, Tourism, Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) and Aquatic Center.  A 
copy of the report is attached as part of the minutes.    
 
Councilmember Hase inquired whether there was any information concerning the Tax Digest.  
The Finance Director indicated she has not received any information on the Tax Digest.  Mayor 
Eskridge noted the chief appraiser stated that the tax digest is being held up by the state.  The 
chief appraiser indicated they are trying to get a ruling on the comprehensive evaluation of the 
properties and until the ruling is completed they cannot move forward with the digest.  The 
Finance Director stated that the city will be fine even if the digest is late. 
 
Councilmember Trader stated that the City of St. Marys is on solid financial ground and anyone 
who thinks the city is in financial trouble would be wrong.  He also stated that we have faced 
financial difficulties and we were working through them.  Councilmember DeLoughy added the 
City of St.Marys reacted quickly to the economic conditions and started making changes earlier 
than most.    
 

PROCLAMATION: Census 2010 

Mayor Eskridge read the joint proclamation and urged all citizens to participate in the 2010 
Census to ensure an accurate count for St. Marys.  Our population count will determine the 
amount of money we receive to operate.  Mayor Eskridge encouraged all citizens to speak with 
and encourage fellow residents to complete and submit their 2010 Census.    
 

CENSUS 2010: Mr. Fer-Rell Malone, Regional Coordinator 

Mr. Fer-Rell, represtative of the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census stated that 
everyone has the awesome responsibility of being counted.  The census only happens every ten 
years and this is America’s opportunity to take a portrait of the people.  Mr. Fer-Rell referenced 
George Washington calling for the first census in 1790.  Everyone is counted in the Census 
whether they are a citizen or not because everyone in America uses our facilities.  The Bureau of 
Census wanted to partner with St. Mary in taking a proactive step in getting a complete and 
accurate count.  The benefits of participating in the Census include:  a.) three hundred billion 
dollars that will be allocated  b.) Congress’s re-proportion every ten years  
c.) State legislature, city and county may be re-proportioned.   
 
The Census has undergone a few changes.  They now have Local Update of Census Addresses 
(LUCA).  The Bureau has added address canvassing, which Census employees have verified 
with Global Positioning System (GPS).  With the old Census, one in six homes received the long 
form.  Now, the long form will be completed once a year and will be known as the American  
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Community Survey.  The new Census contains only ten questions.  The Bureau of Census is 
asking St. Marys to form a Complete Count Committee to assist St. Marys in promoting an 
accurate count.  
 
The next phase will be the implementation of the Waycross office which will handle nineteen 
counties in this area.  Census mailings will go out the first week of March 2010.  The Bureau of 
Census would like everyone to know that the Census is safe.  All Census employees have taken 
an oath and the Census cannot share information with any other agency.  The St. Marys 
Proclamation will be posted on the Census Website for all to view.  The Planning & Building 
Director stated that anyone interested in serving on the Complete Count Committee should 
contact him. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda.  Councilmember Bird seconded 
the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
 
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

Tom Cyphers, resident made a comment concerning the financial condition of St. Marys.  Mr. 
Cyphers referenced the number of vacant commercial properties, and Cumberland Harbor 
residents have witnessed their property values going down.  Mr. Cyphers believes a vast numbers 
of residents will be requesting property tax appeals.  Mr. Cypress also stated, we cannot print 
money like the U.S. Government and if there is not a conclusion to the comprehensive re-
evaluation of the 2009 Tax Digest, we are likely to go back and use the 2008 evaluation.     
 
Cookie Johnson, resident reported that she has received a lot of calls for Councilmember 
Johnson concerning Branding.  She wanted to ensure that everyone understands that the City of 
St. Marys received a grant for Branding.  Mrs. Johnson strongly urged council to only select the 
best qualified candidates for boards, committees and authorities.  She stated Council selects these 
individuals but once they get elected these individuals really do not understand the commitment 
required.  Mrs. Johnson stated the new Senior Center has several projects to complete and they 
need workers willing to roll up their sleeves and work. 
 
John Morrissey, resident wanted to follow up on Mr. Cyphers comments by stating the City of 
St. Marys needs to put a positive spin on our situation.  He believes if we do not, it will give the 
appearance of a pending tax increase.  Mr. Morrissey also stated eighty percent of the budget 
seems to be allocated to Public Works, Police and the Fire Department.    
 
Dave Schmitz, resident spoke on eminent domain being mentioned at the City Council Meeting.  
He also corrected another resident concerning the amount of the Branding Research as $14,000 
not $1400.  Mr. Schmitz commented on speed limit signs on Kingsbay Road and other areas in 
the city.  He further commented that he and his wife clean-up debris left behind by trash workers.  
 
Rosemary Rio, resident stated that drivers should be ticketed for going too slow even though she 
has not witnessed this happening in St. Marys.   
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*CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:  
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve new business “C, D and G” to the consent 
agenda.  Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   

There was no “Old Business”.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

A.         ALCOHOL LICENSE EXTENSION: 
 

Council consideration to extend the six month deadline to opening for business without 
forfeiture of the alcohol license. 
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the extension with the stipulation that 
Mr. Patel pay the taxes due the City of St. Marys before the alcohol license will be 
issued.  Councilmember Bird seconded the motion. 
 
Councilmember Trader requested a timeline from Mr. Patel.  We should not approve an 
unlimited extension.  Councilmember Hase indicated the ordinance states ninety days 
with reasonable cause and she would like to know his reasonable cause.  Councilmember 
Weaver referenced his building not being completed.      
 
Councilmember Weaver amended her motion for approval to include an extension for no 
more than ninety days with the stipulation that St. Marys taxes be paid before the alcohol 
license will be issued.  Councilmember Bird seconded the amended motion.  Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 

B.        HOSPITAL AUTHORITY M.O.U.:  Senior Center Building 
To approve a memorandum of understanding between the City of St. Marys and the 
Hospital Authority for repairs, renovations, and maintenance of the Senior Center 
Building. 
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion for discussion.  Councilmember DeLoughy 
seconded the motion.   
 
Councilmember Weaver indicated part of a sentence in the M.O.U. which states “The city 
shall be responsible for all renovations” seemed a bit inclusive to her.  Councilmember 
Weaver also questioned part of a sentence under the Hospital Authority which stated, 
“Through monetary funds or other compensation”.   
 
The City Manager stated work related to the Senior Center will be completed by the City 
of St. Marys, with prior approval from the Hospital Authority for reimbursement.  The 
City Manager offered to make that portion a little clearer.   
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Councilmember Bird stated he would like a statement included referencing volunteers 
from the Hospital Authority or the City of St. Marys being able to contribute.  
Councilmember Hase stated the M.O.U. seemed a little one-sided.  She felt the City 
needed a more mutual agreement.  Councilmember Hase stated “1B” needs to include the 
City of St. Marys option to outsource work if needed.  
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to postpone the M.O.U until the next council 
meeting.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in 
favor of the motion. 

 
C.         *DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION:  Proposed List of Roadways for the  

Speed Ordinance & Radar Permit 
 
To approve the speed limits and streets that speed detective devices, such as radar or 
lidar, may be utilized to monitor and regulate traffic on city streets. 
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the speed ordinance and radar 
permit.  Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of 
the motion. 

 
D.      *GENERAL ELECTION ORDINANCE:   

To authorize the advertising of the call for the General Election and candidate qualifying 
period.        
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the ordinance.  Councilmember 
Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
E.        GEORGIA POWER COMPANY: Relocation Agreements 

To relocate the Georgia Power Transmission and Distribution lines along Highway 40 
and for the Martha Drive Traffic Signal installation.  
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion not to approve the agreements.  Councilmember 
Trader seconded the motion.   
 
Councilmember Weaver requested information on how the electrical transmission lines 
issue was not discovered before now.  She also wanted to know available options 
concerning Seaboard Construction since the City had already given notice to proceed.  
The Public Works Director explained field measurements taken showed the attachment 
point will be taller than the existing pole.  This means the traffic signal would go through 
Georgia Power transmission lines.  There must be a ten foot clearance near those lines.    
 
Councilmember Trader stated this information should have been included in the existing 
engineering survey of the original project.  The City Manger offered a few suggestions to 
explore.  The first suggestion to explore is a refund from the original engineers.  The 
second suggestion was to pass the additional charge on to the company who supplied the  
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incomplete data.  Councilmember Johnson stated safety is a concern and a traffic light is 
needed at the intersection.  Councilmember Johnson does not like the additional funds 
requested but they are needed for the middle school.   
 
Councilmember Weaver amended the motion to refer this relocation agreement back to 
the City Manager, City Attorney and Public Works Director for available options.  
Councilmember Trader seconded the amended motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 

 
F.         COLERAIN AND WINDING ROADS TRAFFIC SIGNAL: Acquisition of Easements  

To accept easements which are necessary for the City to obtain prior to the installation of 
the traffic signal at Colerain Road and Winding Road. 
 
Councilmember Trader made a motion to approve the acquisition of the easements.  
Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.   
 
Councilmember Johnson stated his concern for traffic coming from St. Marys and 
Kingsbay Road.  He indicated a light situated at that location will slow traffic to the 
detriment of people.  Councilmember Weaver stated a traffic light is needed at that 
location.  She referenced the location being a 50 mph zone and a potential hazard to 
drivers pulling out.  Voting was recorded as follows: 
 

FOR            OPPOSED 
Councilmember Bird    Councilmember Johnson 
Councilmember Hase     
Councilmember Trader 
Councilmember DeLoughy 
Councilmember Weaver 

   
G.        *FORCE MAIN 13 UPGRADE PROJECT:  Acquisition of Easements 

To accept easements necessary for the Force Main #13 upgrade project (Lift Station#6 
Force Main upgrade and re-route which is connected to the upgrade of Lift Station #13)  
per the City’s Water/Sewer Master Plan Projects WW8 and WW13.   
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the acquisition of easements.  
Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 

REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:  

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

1. Rezoning Appeal:  Ronnie Leinwohl, Kings Bay Pro 3, LLC, requested to amend 
present PD R-3 and R-5 of a 43.5 acre property known as Haven Park to allow the 
additional use of C-2 zoning allowing the applicant to place an upscale RV Park with 
associated amenities on the property.  Tax Parcel 121-20.   
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Councilmember Weaver made a motion to return this project to the Planning 
Commission.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion.  Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
 
B. PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

Councilmember Weaver presented the Property Committee Report from the meeting held 
on July 8, 2009.   
 
1. Councilmember Weaver reported the Economic Development Director will facilitate a 

meeting between members of the Marine Center and the Bait Shop on Wednesday, 
July 15th at 5:00 p.m.  The two groups will work to devise a plan agreeable to both 
parties.  
 

2. The Property Committee received a request from Chief Hatch to consider a Citizens 
Advisory Panel.  The panel would serve to make suggestions concerning assisting the 
City of St. Marys with response to issues regarding city-wide beautification projects.  
The Property Committee voted 3-0 to make a recommendation to Council. 

 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to reactivate the Citizens Advisory Board.  
Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of 
the motion.   
 
Mayor Eskridge stated an announcement will be made at the next City Council 
Meeting concerning vacancies.  The Citizens Advisory Board will consist of seven 
members.  Each council member will select one member and Mayor Eskridge will be 
the seventh member. 
  

3. The Property Committee voted 3-0 to recommend to Council the approval of uniform 
bike path symbols to be painted on St. Marys Roads by volunteers.   
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to allow volunteers to paint the uniform bike 
path symbols along St. Marys Roads.  Councilmember Trader seconded the motion. 
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 

4. The Property Committee voted to deny a motion to mow private property in reference 
to North River, LLC.  The Committee felt the City of St. Marys already has 
ordinances that cover this issue.     

 
5. Georgia Power was removed from the agenda.  The Streets & Sidewalks Ordinance 

along with the Property Maintenance Ordinance was postponed.    
 

6. The Property Committee voted to recommend to Council a work session concerning 
Chip Drury and the Memorandum of Understanding due to the detail involved with the 
project.    
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A Work Session was scheduled on Monday, July 20, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chamber at City Hall.    

 
7. The Property Committee has come to an agreement concerning the Airport Lease.  

 
Councilmember Trader made a motion to approve the Airport Lease subject to the 
City Attorney’s review of the document.  Councilmember Bird seconded the motion. 
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 

8. The Property Committee voted 3-0 to approve the Police Firing Range Proposal.  This 
proposal would authorize the City Manager to work on a lease for a loan from Georgia 
Environmental Facilities Authority (GEFA) for a full monthly repayment by the 
United States Coast Guard to upgrade the City of St. Marys Police Firing Range.  No 
city funds would need to be allocated and the U.S. Coast Guard would fund the 
project.  This lease would include clauses for “early termination” and for continuing 
maintenance.   
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the proposal.  Councilmember 
Bird seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 

  
REPORT OF MAYOR: 

July 9, 2009 Attended the reception for the new Cumberland Island Superintendant, 
presented a proclamation to the St. Marys Garden Club and attended Mr. 
& Mrs. Hollis Meeting 

June 17, 2009  Special Council Meeting 
June 19, 2009  Employee Appreciation Party at the Aquatic Park 
June 20-23, 2009  Attended the GMA Conference 
June 24, 2009  Attended the Express Scripts Emergency Preparedness Program 
June 26, 2009  Attended the Change of Command Ceremony on Kingsbay Naval Base 
June 30, 2009 Meeting with Councilmember DeLoughy and attended the Branding 

Workshop  
July 1, 2009  RDC Meeting now the CGRC 
July 2, 2009   Attended the Sea Dog Ceremony 
July 3, 2009   Judged the Bicycle Decoration Contest 
July 4, 2009   Attended and participated in the Fourth of July Parade 
July 8, 2009 Meeting with Mr. Shanahan & Marsha concerning training expenses and 

attended the Property Committee Meeting 
July 9, 2009 Attended the Public Service Authority (PSA) meeting and a four hour 

ride-a-long with St. Marys Police Department 
July 10, 2009  Meetings with Chip Drury and on a new R.V. Development 
July 11, 2009  Memorial Garden Ceremony  
 
Mayor Eskridge read the calendar of events, activities, and meetings for the month of July. 
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Mayor Eskridge made a statement pertaining to a letter received from the Ethics Board in 
relation to complaints against four St. Marys Councilmembers.  The Mayor stated no action was 
taken by the Ethics Board.  Councilmember Hase stated she would like to go on the record 
concerning the complaint.  She stated no meeting took place and residents needed to be informed 
of this fact.  
 

REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 

The City Manager gave a report concerning a suicide attempt in St. Marys.  He also applauded 
the St. Marys Police Department for their heroic actions.  The negotiation and apprehension of 
the individual was professionally handled by the City’s Police Department.   
 
All citizens were invited to learn how government works by attending St. Marys 101.  These 
classes will only be held once a year instead of twice a year.  The next class is being held on July 
22nd, at the Economic Development Building.  All remaining classes will be held on 
Wednesdays.  This is an excellent opportunity to understand how and why the city spends money 
and makes certain decisions.     
 
The City Manager referenced some of the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) V 
projects.  Several of the city sidewalks and streets projects are as follows: Martha Drive, 
Colerain Road, Douglas Drive/Colerain Road Designation, and Osborne Street.  Projects relating 
to drainage issues include:  Mickler Drive Bridge Project, Storm, Storm Water Mast Plan Project 
1, and Storm Water Master Plan 2.  
 
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

Cookie Johnson, resident commented about the Senior Advisory Committee nominations and 
whether Council had a letter from Chuck Lanham.  She also stated that Sue pulled her name so 
Chuck would be the only one.  Mrs. Johnson thought Council would speak about Comcast. 
 
Roger Rio, resident questioned whether the Tax Allocation District (TAD) would be available 
for citizens to view.  He stated people in the watchdog group will want to know.     
 
Bob Berry, resident informed City Council of a video available at camdenwatchdog.com 
pertaining to questions and procedures for residents regarding tax bills.   
 
Winston Barlow, resident stated that Council should return to the engineers for answers 
concerning the traffic light.  Mr. Barlow felt the lease agreement should be an easy fix.  He 
stated he is happy to see a mutual agreement between the Hospital Authority and the City.  He 
felt the R.V. Resort presentation is a business opportunity for the city.  It is the City’s 
responsibility to make the business adhere to the ordinances.  Mr. Barlow felt the TAD issue 
needs to be researched by Council before they request such a huge contribution from the 
residents.   
 
Rosemary Rio, resident opposes the R.V. Resort having long term lease options.  She felt that 
would promote residential living instead of resort living.   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel & Legal 

Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel 
and legal issues. Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion.   

The Mayor and Council adjourned to executive session at 8:43p.m., returning at 9:00 p.m. with 
Mayor Eskridge calling the Council meeting back to order.   

 

PERSONNEL 

Councilmember Trader made a motion to reappoint the Associate Judge for another year with the 
same terms and conditions as previously stated. Councilmember Bird seconded the motion.  
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 

LEGAL 

No official action was taken at this time. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Councilmember Bird made a motion for adjournment.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the 
motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.  Mayor Eskridge declared the meeting 
adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Deborah Walker-Reed, Deputy City Clerk 

 






