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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
5:30 p.m. 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 8, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 

 

AMENDED 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. INVOCATION: Councilmember Hase           

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ROLL CALL                 QUORUM: YES     X    NO____ 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: May 11, 2009 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
   May 11, 2009 Public Hearing Minutes “Southeastern Pizza    
   Group, LLC D/B/A Pizza Hut 
   

PRESENTATION: 

ORANGE HALL FOUNDATION REPORT: Royal Weaver, Chairman 

PROCLAMATION: USCGC Sea Dog (SSBN 732) Day 

PROCLAMATION: USS Alaska (SSBN 732) Day 

ST. MARYS LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENT: (McDonald) 

ORANGE HALL FOUNDATION JUNE 5TH TERM EXPIRATION’S ANNOUNCEMENT 
APPOINTMENTS: (Dixon, Weaver & Levy) 
 
SR. ADVISORY COMMITTEE VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT (Whitacre) 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
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VI. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. FY 10 PROPOSED BUDGET 
Consideration to approve the FY 2010 Budget………………………….TAB “A”  
 

B. CODERED WEATHER WARNING JOINT AGREEMENT………………….TAB “B” 
To authorize the Mayor to sign an Intergovernmental Agreement for CodeRed 
Weather Warning Services between the City of Kingsland, the City of St. Marys 
and Camden County.  The annual cost for each entity will be $2500. 

 
C. RESOLUTION: Autumn Place Apartments……………………………….TAB “C” 

To amend the resolution of support for the project that was previously passed by 
City Council on June 9, 2008. 
 

 VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A.         ST. MARYS GOLF CART ASSOCIATION REQUEST………………………TAB “D” 

Consideration to allow golf carts on the green space adjacent to Howard Gilman 
Waterfront Park and Lang’s Restaurant.   

 
B.         BUDGET ORDINANCE: Tourism…………………………………………TAB “E” 

To record funds received to cover damages to the Tourism Tram that was 
involved in an accident on March 30, 2009. 
 

C.         REUSE FEASIBILITY STUDY AND ALTERNATE WATER SOURCES EVALUATION…TAB “F” 
Consideration to award a contract to Port City Design Group for professional 
services in the amount of $17,000 to perform the required studies 

 
D.         BUDGET ORDINANCE: Special Fire Tax Fund………………………….TAB “G” 

To create a FY09 budget for Special Fire Tax Fund for the remainder of the funds 
for fire equipment  

 
E.         BUDGET ORDINANCES: Airport Grant Funds………………………….TAB “H” 

To record funds from the Georgia DOT FY09 Airport Aid Program 
 

F.         RESOLUTION: Preserve America Community Designation…………...TAB “I” 
To adopt a resolution to participate in this program to protect and celebrate St. 
Marys’ heritage for economic development, community revitalization and 
historical resources.   
 

G.        EIP GRANT LOAN DOCUMENTS & SUMMARY: ………………………TAB “J” 
To present the loan documents for the EIP Grant to the City Council for signature, 
in order to move forward with the GEM project. 
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H.       TEMPORARY ALCOHOL LICENSE: Kings Bay Rotary Club…………..TAB “K” 
The Kings Bay Rotary Club requests Council approval of a Temporary Alcohol 
License for sale of beer, on-premise consumption with food. 

 
IX. REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:  

A.  PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT:……………………………………….TAB “L”  

1. REVERSE SUBDIVISION: Dean Gall requests approval for a two lot to one lot 
minor final plat. The lots are 3A & 3B located on Bambi Drive in Doe Run 
Subdivision and known as tax parcels 121A-011B and 121A-011C.      

2. SUBDIVISION – MINOR – FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests approval to 
subdivide two parcels known as St. Marys Road Commercial Park totaling 109.60 
acres into a three lot subdivision located east of St. Marys Road and west of 
Victoria’s Landing.  Tax Parcels 121-021 & 135-108. 

3. SUBDIVISION – MINOR – FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests approval to 
subdivide one parcel known as Highway and Winding Road.  Tax Parcel 120-
008B. 

4. SUBDIVISION – MINOR – FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests approval to 
subdivide two parcels known as Sugarmill Commons totaling 241.35 acres into a 
five lot subdivision located south of Kings Bay Road and east of Charlie Smith 
Sr. Highway.  Tax Parcels 134-010 & 134-014.   

5. SUBDIVISION – MAJOR – PRELIMINARY/FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests 
approval to subdivide one parcel known as Kings Bay Center totaling 149.58 
acres into an 11 lot subdivision located west of Kings Bay Road and south of 
Colerain Road.  Tax Parcel 120-008B.  

B. PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

C. FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

D. REPORT ON GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND FEDERAL 

AVIATION ADMINISTRATION MEETING: Councilmember DeLoughy (ADDED) 

X. REPORT OF MAYOR 

XI  REPORT OF CITY MANAGER 

XII. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC 

XIII.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel & Legal (ADDED) 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
June 8, 2009 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
The Mayor and City Council for the City of St. Marys, Georgia met for its regular City Council 
session on Monday, June 8, 2009 in the Council Chamber at City Hall. 
 
PRESENT WERE:  Mayor Rowland Eskridge 

  Councilmember Greg Bird 
  Councilmember William DeLoughy 
  Councilmember Deborah Hase 
  Councilmember Larry Johnson 
  Councilmember Chuck Trader 
  Councilmember Gull Weaver 

 
 
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:       William Shanahan, City Manager 
                                                            Amanda Blackledge, City Attorney 
                                                              Roger Weaver, Planning Director 
                                                            Tim Hatch, Police Chief 
                                                           Bobby Marr, Public Works Director 
                                                            Robby Horton, Fire Chief 
                                                            Jennifer Brown, Finance Director 
  Marsha Hershberger, Asst. Finance Director 
                                                            Alyce Thornhill, Economic Dev. Director 
  Bilaal Muhammad, City Marshal 
  Rick Riggle, Sergeant-At-Arms 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Eskridge called the City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Councilmember Hase 
gave the invocation.  Mayor Eskridge led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.  Council roll 
call indicated a quorum of council members present for the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
May 11, 2009 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the May 11, 2009 regular City Council 
meeting minutes.  Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 
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May 11, 2009 Public Hearing Minutes “Southeastern Pizza Group, LLC D/B/A Pizza Hut 
Minutes 
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the May 11, 2009 Public Hearing minutes.  
Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
    
PRESENTATION: 

ORANGE HALL FOUNDATION REPORT: Royal Weaver, Chairman 

Mr. Weaver presented the Orange Hall Foundation report of activities, events, accomplishments 
and membership.  A copy of the report is attached as part of the minutes. 
 
WELCOME 
Mayor Eskridge introduced and welcomed the new Joint Development Authority (JDA) Director 
David Keating to Camden County.   
 
PROCLAMATION: USCGC Sea Dog (WPB 87373) Day 

Mayor Eskridge read the joint proclamation and proclaimed July 2, 2009 as “USCGC Sea Dog 
Day”, in the City of St. Marys, Georgia.   The Mayor urged all citizens to celebrate their arrival 
to our community, and place in commission this fine Coast Guard vessel in Camden County.   
 
PROCLAMATION: USS Alaska (SSBN 732) Day 

Mayor Eskridge read the joint proclamation and proclaimed July 12, 2009 as “USS Alaska Day”, 
in the City of St. Marys, Georgia.   The Mayor urged all citizens to celebrate their arrival and 
becoming members of our community.   
 

ST. MARYS LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENT: (McDonald) 

Mayor Eskridge stated that there were three candidates who expressed an interest in serving on 
the Library Board.  Each Councilmember was asked to vote for one person.  Voting is recorded 
as follows: 
 
James Caskey – Councilmember’s Bird, DeLoughy and Johnson 
*Penny Hahn: Councilmember’s Hase, Trader and Weaver 
Maryann Meador: No votes were recorded 
 
The tie was broken by Mayor Eskridge who voted for Penny Hahn to fill the vacancy.  
 

ORANGE HALL FOUNDATION APPOINTMENTS: (Dixon, Weaver & Levy) 

Mayor Eskridge stated that there were four candidates who expressed an interest in serving on 
Orange Hall Foundation.  Each Councilmember was asked to vote for three people.  Voting is 
recorded as follows: 
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*Bruce Wilkerson: Councilmember’s Bird, Hase, Trader, Weaver, DeLoughy and Johnson 
*Royal Weaver: Councilmember’s Bird, Hase, Trader, Weaver and DeLoughy 
Sabrina Sterling: Councilmember’s Bird, Weaver and Johnson 
*Carley Moerman: Councilmember’s Hase, Trader, DeLoughy and Johnson 
 
SR. ADVISORY COMMITTEE VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT: (Whitacre) 

Mayor Eskridge announced the vacancy on the Senior Advisory Committee; and anyone 
interested in an appointment should provide a letter of intent to the City Clerk.    
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The Finance Director presented the 10-months financial reports for General, Local Option Sales 
Tax (LOST), Water/Sewer, Solid Waste, Tourism, Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) and Aquatic Center.  A copy of the report is attached as part of the minutes.    
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Councilmember Hase requested the addition of legal update to executive session.  
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition.  
Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
 
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

Barbara Ryan, resident thanked council for their support of the Memory Garden and announced 
that 65 commemorative bricks were already sold.  Ms. Ryan also requested on behalf of St. 
Marys Golf Cart Association the use of the grass area next to the park for special events. 
 
Doug Cooper, resident thanked council for their attendance at the Keep Camden Beautiful 
Ceremony.  He also spoke in support of the golf carts in the park.  Mr. Cooper suggested 
amending the rule to allow golf carts on the grass. 
 
Dave Schmitz, resident made a comment concerning golf cart owners not policing themselves as 
they indicated in the past they would.  Mr. Schmitz indicated golf cart owners should not request 
extra privileges when they are not following the rules due to underage drivers operating golf 
carts.   
 
Doug Vaught, resident thanked council for attending the senior prom and for the renovation on 
the pavilion.  Mr. Vaught stated golf cart owners are policing themselves and do call the police if 
they see an underage driver in a golf cart.  He stated pamphlets are given to golf cart owners.  He 
would also like to see stipulations added if parking is allowed on the side park. 
 
Cookie Johnson, resident stated that she has taken numerous telephone calls for her husband, 
Councilmember Johnson, in the past concerning the airport.  Residents are tired of the 
conversation concerning the airport and residents do not want to spend any money on the airport.   
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She also stated that council should consider limiting their comments to five minutes just like the 
audience.   
 
*CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:  
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to add items “C” under Old Business and New 
Business “B, D and F” to the consent agenda.  Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   

D. FY 10 PROPOSED BUDGET: 
Consideration to approve the FY 2010 Budget in the form of a budget ordinance.     
 
Councilmember Johnson made a motion to approve the budget.  Councilmember Trader 
seconded the motion.   
 
Councilmember Bird amended the motion with a 20% reduction in council salaries and a 
15% reduction across the board.  Councilmember Johnson seconded the amended motion.    
Voting was recorded as follows:   
 

FOR            OPPOSED 
Councilmember Bird     Councilmember DeLoughy    
Councilmember Johnson   Councilmember Hase 

Councilmember Trader 
Councilmember Weaver 

 
 
Mayor Eskridge stated that the original motion was on the floor to approve the budget 
Voting was recorded as follows:   
 

FOR            OPPOSED 
Councilmember DeLoughy   Councilmember Bird 
Councilmember Hase    Councilmember Johnson 
Councilmember Trader 
Councilmember Weaver 

   
 

E. CODE RED WEATHER WARNING JOINT AGREEMENT: 
To authorize the Mayor to sign an Intergovernmental Agreement for Code Red Weather 
Warning Services between the City of Kingsland, the City of St. Marys and Camden 
County.  The annual cost for each entity is $2, 500 with this year’s cost being funded 
from the legislative budget. 
 
Councilmember Johnson made a motion for discussion. 
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Councilmember Johnson spoke in opposition of this service due to St. Marys already 
having their own Code Red.  He indicated this additional service would be overkill due to 
the current system already in place. 
 
Councilmember Trader indicated new information presented for this joint venture 
working in conjunction with Kingsland and Camden County would be in the best interest 
of St. Marys Citizens. 
 
Councilmember Bird stated his opposition to the Intergovernmental Agreement 
concerning Code Red.  The City of St. Marys already has a Code Red System.  Code Red 
is a private entity that provides a weather service and there is another system available for 
free.  He stated that WeatherBug is a free system available to everyone.  WeatherBug 
uses the same phone system and National Weather Service as Code Red only there is no 
fee associated with this service.     
 
Councilmember Trader made a motion to approve.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded 
the motion.  Voting was recorded as follows: 
 

FOR            OPPOSED 
Councilmember DeLoughy   Councilmember Bird 
Councilmember Hase    Councilmember Johnson 
Councilmember Trader 
Councilmember Weaver 

 
F. *RESOLUTION: Autumn Place Apartments 

To amend the resolution in support of the project that was previously passed by City 
Council on June 9, 2008.  The project formerly known as Pelican Point, then known as 
Cumberland Cove Apartments is now known as Autumn Place.    
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the resolution.  Councilmember 
Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

I.         ST. MARYS GOLF CART ASSOCIATION REQUEST 
Consideration to allow golf carts on the green space adjacent to Howard Gilman 
Waterfront Park and Lang’s Restaurant.   
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to temporarily approve golf carts parking on the 
green space adjacent to Howard Gilman Waterfront Park and Lang’s Restaurant until we 
can have the Property Committee view this idea.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded 
the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
 
 



MINUTES 
City Council Mtg. 
June 8, 2009 
Page 9 

 
J.        * BUDGET ORDINANCE: Tourism 

To record funds received to cover damages to the Tourism tram that was involved in an 
accident on March 30, 2009 in the amount of $4,492. 
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the budget ordinance.  
Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 
K.         REUSE FEASIBILITY STUDY AND ALTERNATE WATER SOURCES EVALUATION 

Consideration to award a contract to P & A Engineering, Inc. for professional services in 
the amount of $16,000 to perform the required studies for the water withdrawal permit.  
 
Councilmember Hase made a motion to award the contract to P & A Engineering, Inc.  
Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 
L.        * BUDGET ORDINANCE: Special Fire Tax Fund 

To create a FY09 budget for Special Fire Tax Fund for the remainder of the 2002 funds 
for fire equipment at Cumberland Harbour.  
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the budget ordinance.  
Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 
M.         BUDGET ORDINANCES: Airport Grant Funds 

To record funds received from the Georgia DOT FY09 Airport Aid Program.  The grant 
is being used on property appraisals for St. Marys Airport. 
 
Councilmember Bird moved for discussion: 
Councilmember Bird stated that on page two, the $25,000 earmarked for the airport 
maintenance and safety fund was moved to airport appraisal.  Councilmember Bird 
believed that this action is in violation of the resolution that was passed.   
 
Councilmember Hase posed the question to the City Manager if the movement of the 
funds from maintenance and safety to airport appraisal was approved by the Georgia 
DOT as legitimate. The City Manager stated they were approved. 
 
Councilmember Hase made a motion to approve the budget ordinance.  Councilmember 
DeLoughy seconded the motion.  Voting was recorded as follows: 
 

FOR            OPPOSED 
Councilmember DeLoughy   Councilmember Bird 
Councilmember Hase    Councilmember Johnson 
Councilmember Trader 
Councilmember Weaver 



MINUTES 
City Council Mtg. 
June 8, 2009 
Page 10 
   
N.         *RESOLUTION: Preserve America Community Designation 

To adopt a resolution to participate in the Preserve America Community Designation 
program to protect and celebrate St. Marys’ heritage for economic development, 
community revitalization and historical resources.   
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the resolution.  Councilmember 
Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
O.        EIP GRANT LOAN DOCUMENTS & SUMMARY:  

Presentation of the loan documents for the EIP Grant to the City Council for signature, in 
order to move forward with the GEM project.  To authorize the city attorney to complete 
documents for signature upon approval from the Department of Community Affairs    
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve.  Councilmember DeLoughy 
seconded the motion.   
 
Councilmember Trader amended the motion to approve the city attorney review and 
revise the documents as necessary to comply with the other state agency.  
Councilmember Weaver seconded the amended motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 

 
P.       TEMPORARY ALCOHOL LICENSE: Kings Bay Rotary Club 

The Kings Bay Rotary Club requests Council approval of a Temporary Alcohol License 
for sale of beer, on-premise consumption without food.  
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the temporary alcohol license for 
Kings Bay Rotary Club.  Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:  

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

1. REVERSE SUBDIVISION: Dean Gall requests approval for two lots to one lot minor 
final plat. The lots are 3A & 3B located on Bambi Drive in Doe Run Subdivision and 
known as tax parcels 121A-011B and 121A-011C.   
 
Councilmember Johnson made a motion for discussion: 
Councilmember Johnson stated that these islands have caused problems in the past 
with Fire, Water, and Police Departments.          
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the reverse subdivision.  
Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 
 



MINUTES 
City Council Mtg. 
June 8, 2009 
Page 11 
 

2. *SUBDIVISION – MINOR – FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests approval to subdivide 
two parcels known as St. Marys Road Commercial Park totaling 109.60 acres into a 
three lot subdivision located east of St. Marys Road and west of Victoria’s Landing.  
Tax Parcels 121-021 & 135-108. 

 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve subdivision with the stipulation 
that the developer pass on all fees including aid to the construction to the buyer.  
Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 
3. *SUBDIVISION – MINOR – FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests approval to subdivide 

one parcel known as Highway and Winding Road.  Tax Parcel 120-008B. 
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the subdivision with the 
stipulation that the developer pass on all fees including aid to the construction to the 
buyer.  Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 
 

4. *SUBDIVISION – MINOR – FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests approval to subdivide 
two parcels known as Sugarmill Commons totaling 241.35 acres into a five lot 
subdivision located south of Kings Bay Road and east of Charlie Smith Sr. Highway.  
Tax Parcels 134-010 & 134-014.   

 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the subdivision with the 
stipulation that the developer pass on all fees including aid to the construction to the 
buyer.  Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 
 

5. SUBDIVISION – MAJOR – PRELIMINARY/FINAL: TerraPointe, LLC, requests approval 
to subdivide one parcel known as Kings Bay Center totaling 149.58 acres into an 11 
lot subdivision located west of Kings Bay Road and south of Colerain Road.  Tax 
Parcel 120-008B.  

 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve with the stipulation that the 
developer pass on all fees including aid to the construction to the buyer.  
Councilmember Hase seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 
B. PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

Councilmember Weaver presented the Property Committee report from the meeting held 
on May 28, 2009.   
 
1. Members of the Yacht Club presented a plan to expand the use of the Bait shop into a 

marine related facility, as well as a future overnight public docking facility that would  
 



MINUTES 
City Council Mtg. 
June 8, 2009 
Page 12 

 
not conflict or complete with Lang’s Marinas.  The Economic Development Director 
was directed to facilitate the creation of a revised lease document with the Yacht Club. 
 

2. Representatives of the Airport Authority discussed and resolved outstanding issues on 
the Airport lease.  A revision to the lease will be drafted for review by Council and 
Airport Authority prior to acceptance. 

 
3. Proposed designs were presented and discussed for benches and trash containers along 

Osborne Street.  Once the preferred design is selected it will be communicated to the 
Downtown Development Authority and reviewed by the Historic Preservation 
Commission prior to acceptance.     

 
4. A plan for a white fabric roof covering and a sound system at the existing waterfront 

amphitheater was presented.  Combined totals of $315,000 from Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) V and Waterfront Theater Funds are available to 
fund the project.   

 
5. The trailer at the airport property needs to be removed and occupant of the trailer has 

indicated that he would remove it when directed by the appropriate entity.  The 
Airport Authority has indicated that they would accomplish this action.    

 
A Property Committee meeting was scheduled on July 8, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall Council 
Chambers.  
 
C. FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Councilmember DeLoughy presented the Finance Committee report on the April 2009 
month end statements for General and Water/Sewer Fund from today’s meeting.  The 
estimated short-fall in revenue was discussed for the general fund and the committee will 
continue to meet every two months to review the financial statements.  
 
REPORT ON GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION MEETING: Councilmember DeLoughy (ADDED) 
 
Councilmember DeLoughy briefed Council on the FAA GDOT meeting held in Atlanta 
on June 2, 2009.  Available options were reviewed for the relocation of St. Marys Airport.   
The appraisal for the current property is $9,500,000, if sold as a block while the appraisal 
for the donated land is $10,080,000.  Grant money totaling $139,000 would need to be 
repaid for grants.  The easements which were granted, at no cost, would not need to be 
reimbursed.   A copy of the report is attached as part of the minutes. 

   
REPORT OF MAYOR: 

May 13, 2009 – Attended the Regional Development Center meeting in Richmond Hill 
May 14, 2009 – Welcomed Georgia Bureau of Investigation at the Police Department for  

  Training 
May 15, 2009 – Met with a developer regarding annexing property into the city 
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May 20, 2009 – Meeting with Chief Hatch about training expenses 
May 21, 2009 – Attended St. Marys Elementary School Awards and Recognition, Public Works  

Annual Dinner and Downtown Development Authority Building Prosecuting     
 Attorney training 

May 27, 2009 – Attended Sr. Center and Hospital Authority Meeting 
June 2, 2009 – Attended Federal Aviation Administration meeting in Atlanta 
June 3, 2009 – Attended Keep America Beautiful Function in Woodbine 
June 4, 2009 – Attended Mayor Smith’s Birthday Party in Kingsland 
Mayor Eskridge read the calendar of events, activities, and meetings for the month of June. 
 
REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 

The City Manager gave a report concerning a possible solution to the recycling issues with the 
waste management company.  The cost of (4) containers at $175.00 each would total $700.00 for 
the month.  The cost for the waste management company pickup of each container is $175.00 
which would total $700.00 a month.  Total cost for containers $1400.00 a month.  Construction 
of a fence is mandatory to prohibit individuals from illegally dumping into the containers.  The 
one time fee to construct the fence is $8,600.00.  A part-time employee working three days a 
week to oversee this service would be needed.  The city could recoup these fees by charging 
citizens a fee to drop items off.  
 
The City Manager stated that St. Marys has been awarded a Military Zone for Census Track 106. 
Based on the 2008 Legislature amendment, businesses creating jobs within this designated area 
will need only to create at least two (2) net new jobs to enter the program.  Locating a business in 
a military zone and creating two jobs maximizes the job tax credits to the highest benefit.  The 
tax credit of $3,500 per job for five years as long as the jobs are maintained and use of the credit 
against 100% or corporate income tax liability with any excess credit then is available to utilize 
against withholding.  This benefit is for any lawful business.  The effective date of the  
designation will start with taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2009.  The DDA 
Director is getting publicity out about this project.  A copy of the qualifying area map and 
benefits example is attached as part of the minutes.    
 
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

Ron Johnson, resident stated the City of St. Marys needs to address the recycling issues with our 
waste company. 
 
Barbara Ryan, resident stated she did not want the City of St. Marys getting back into the 
garbage business.  The waste company has established these rules.  The City of St. Marys 
Recycling is 60% versus the national average of 30%.  Please reconsider spending this $1400 a 
month.   
 
Dean Gall, resident questioned whether the city could do anything concerning having roads 
paved leading to his property.  Mr. Gall is willing to maintain the road, if the fill is brought to the 
property. 
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John Morrissey, resident stated the tax credit news is excellent and needs to be placed on a 
billboard for everyone to view.  He feels looking into a contingency budget would be a good 
idea. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel & Legal 

Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel 
and legal issues. Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion.   

The Mayor and Council adjourned to executive session at 8:19 p.m., returning at 9:01 p.m. with 
Mayor Eskridge calling the Council meeting back to order.   

 
LEGAL 

Councilmember Hase made a motion to officially instruct the City Manger to manage the City of 
St. Marys Airport until we have a lease.  Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion. 

Councilmember Bird amended the motion to extend the airport lease for sixty days from the 
expiration in May until the end of July.  Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting 
was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

PERSONNEL 

No official action was taken at this time. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Councilmember Weaver made a motion for adjournment.  Councilmember Bird seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Eskridge declared the meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

____________________________ 
Darlene M. Roellig, City Clerk 

 


